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School Textbooks in DAISY format are widely used in the USA and European Countries as
“alternative textbooks” for children and students with reading problems. However such textbooks
are not yet popular in Japan due to the lack of social recognition on developmental disorders as
well as technical difficulties in converting textbooks in Japanese into DAISY format.

Learning from experiences and projects in Europe and the USA concerning the provision of
alternative textbooks in DAISY format, we will discuss the future of textbooks for all to promote
DAISY together with the participants as well as lecturers.
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13:00 Opening Remarks
Shuzo Kataishi, Executive Director of JSRPD

13:05-13:20 Keynote Speech
Hiroshi Kawamura, President of DAISY Consortium
13:20-15:00 Session 1: Present Situation of Provision of DAISY Textbooks
George Kerscher - Secretary General of the DAISY Consortium
Kjell Hanson - TPB Sweden
Richard Orme- Head of Accessibility, RNIB
Edmar Schut - Dedicon. the Netherlands
15:00-15:20 Break |
15:20-16:55 Session 2: Panel Discussion
Theme: Future of Textbooks in DAISY format
Coordinator: Hiroshi Kawamura
Panelists:
Edmar Schut - Dedicon, the Netherlands
George Kerscher - Secretary General of the DAISY Consortium
Kjell Hansson - TPB Sweden
Richard Orme- Head of Accessibility, RNIB UK
Markku Reino- Celia Libraly, Finland

Tadashi Kouyama-Teacher, Seki Special School for Student with Disablilities

16:55-17:00 Closing Remarks
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Hiroshi Kawamura

Research Advisor,

National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities Research Institute
Vice President, Assistive Technology Development Organization

President, DAISY Consortium

Hiroshi Kawamura worked for General Library of the University of Tokyo from 1970 to 1997.
Then he served as Director of the Information Centre of the Japanese Society for Rehabilitation
of Persons with Disabilities and as Director, Department of Social Rehabilitation of the National
Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities Research Institute.

Kawamura pursues the universal design of knowledge and information sharing system that
may serve everybody in the community and strives to achieve harmonious development of the
right of access to information and copyrights. Based on the idea of social inclusion, he is also
committed to research and development on disaster preparedness of persons with disabilities
and old people through sharing knowledge and information on the right time and in accessible
format.

Standing Committee, IFLA/LBS ,/ Board of GLADNET

United Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development ,/* Steering Council of WAI/W3C
World Blind Union Working Group on United nations

JICA Advisory Committee on Persons with Disabilities
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Edmar Schut

Dedicon. the Netherlands

Edmar Schut is a senior consultant and project manager working at the R&D department of
Dedicon. Dedicon is the largest producer of accessible materials in the Netherlands. He is

involved in Daisy developments and implementations for more than 10 years, mainly focused

on educational materials in Audio, Text and the combination of both as a hybrid book.
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George Kerscher

Secretary General of the DAISY Consortium

"In the Information Age, access to information is a fundamental human right" -UN 2001
He started innovations ininformation technology in 1987, and coined the term "print disabled."He
believes that properly designed information systems that use structured markup, such as XML,

can make all information accessible to all people, and is pushing the evolving technologies in

that direction.

George Kerscher is dedicated to developing technology to make information not only accessible,
but fully functional in the hands of persons who are blind or who have a print disability.

As Secretary General of the DAISY Consortium and Senior Officer of Accessible Technology
at Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic in the USA, Kerscher is a recognized leader in document
access. In addition, Kerscher chairs the DAISY/NISO Standards committee, co-chairs the
W3C's Steering Council for the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI), and serves on the IDPF and
NIMAS Boards.
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Kjell Hansson

TPB Sweden

Employed at TPB since 1980

Section manager for the Course literature section 1985 to 1995
Project manager for the DAISY project 1993 to 2001

Member of DAISY Consortium Board 1996

Manager Production division 2003

Interim Library director 2006 to 2007

Deputy library director 2008
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Richard Orme

Head of Accessibility,

Royal National Institute of Blind People

Richard Orme is Head of Accessibility at RNIB. He is responsible for the organisation's work
on improving access to technology, information, culture and the environment. This role is
Richard's latest appointment in a career of twenty years working on accessibility for people
with disabilities.

Richard has worked with a wide range of adaptive technologies, written for journals, presented
at international conferences and developed software solutions in partnership with assistive
technology companies.

He has benefited from working with hundreds of children and adults with sight problems,
mainly in roles identifying technology solutions in education or employment.

Richard Orme is at the forefront of RNIB's campaign to improve access to textbooks to
learners with print impairments. He is a member of steering group established by the
Education Department of the UK Government, which will oversee a pilot project and technical

investigations over the next two years.
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Markku Leino

Head of IT and development

Celia - Library for the Visually Impaired

Markku Leino has been working in the Library for Visually Impaired since 1979.

Most of the time he has been in charge of IT.

His library first tested DAISY books in 1995, and in 2003 their Board of Directors decided that
DAISY would be the digital book system for their library. Then they started producing DAISY
textbook that year and now all their text talking books are in DAISY format.

His library also produces Braille books, e-books and other materials for schools.
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Tadashi Kouyama

Teacher, Gifu Prefecture Seki Special Needs Education School

He joined the Ground Self-Defense Force after gratuating from high school and went to college
to obatin a teacher certification of secondary school while working there.

He worked at the normal secondary school as a teacher for 6 years and took charge of special
class for 5 years. After that he started working at Gifu Special Support School in 2000. In April
2007 he was transferred to the present school.

In 2003 he announced that he is a dyslexic, which led him to start giving a lecture on the

realization of special support education on many occasions such as Annual meeting of

Academic Society of Special Needs Education and Academic Society of Learing Disability.
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Keynote Speech

Trends in DAISY Textbooks and Educational Materials
as “Reasonable Accommodations”

Hiroshi Kawamura

President of the DAISY Consortium
Vice President of the Assistive Technology Development Organization

Research Advisor, National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities Research Institute

It is essential for students to read and understand their textbooks and educational materials
in the way that suits for their own learning style. However, in every country, there are many
students who are not assured of these conditions to some degree or another, and efforts are
being made to satisfy their needs.

The purpose of this international seminar is to identify solutions for the problems of access to
textbooks and educational materials due to diversity of disabilities and environmental conditions,
then explore the ideal form of textbooks and educational materials in the future based on the
reports from participating countries on the use of DAISY (Digital Accessible Information System
http://www.daisy.org/) Standard.

DAISY is rapidly developing as an international standard for accessible electronic publishing. In
the USA, DAISY is adopted as NIMAS (National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard)
which is a legal standard for alternative textbooks and educational materials.

In European countries, DAISY is not only the standard for alternative textbooks format adopted
by the government but also the source file for other alternative textbooks including those in
Braille or large print. Another interesting example is the electronic textbooks using DAISY
technology developed in the Netherlands to be used by all students in a classroom.

In developing countries such as India, Thailand, Philippines and South Africa, there is a
remarkable movement towards production and provision of DAISY textbooks and educational
materials.

In Japan, encouraged by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, 10 years long persistent dialogue between all disability sectors and Copyright Office
has finally come to a landmark revision of Copyright Law, which will be in effect in early 2010.
This revised law will bring new issues of how to effectively produce and provide textbooks and
educational materials to be used at all levels of educational curriculum, from preschool to higher
education, satisfying the users’ needs.

In the last part of the seminar, we will hold an intensive panel discussion on the role of DAISY
standard as the key to provide technological solution in realizing the provision of accessible
textbooks and educational materials as “reasonable accommodations” stipulated in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as on the global joint
action for future development and promotion of textbooks in DAISY format.
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SESSION 1

Textbooks in the DAISY Format toward the Future

Edmar Schut

Dedicon. the Netherlands

At present, DAISY audio and text books are mainly used by people with a visual impairment or a
reading disorder. Combining and synchronizing audio and text into a hybrid form results in a new
type of multimedia object. This so-called hybrid book can serve a variety of other target groups
as well. For instance, hybrid books are perfectly feasible for young people in an educational
setting, especially when human voice recording is used instead of synthetic speech, and the
print book’s original layout is preserved.

Dedicon produces hybrid books for several main publishers in the educational market. Audio
and text is synchronized at the sentence level, or in some books even at the word level.

Hybrid books are used in regular education to support children that require additional help with
learning to read or improving their reading skills.

Dedicon has developed a simple reading program for this type of hybrid books. The program
can be used locally on one’s own computer or over the Internet or intranet by means of a
browser.

In his presentation Edmar Schut will explain how Dedicon produces hybrid books and
demonstrate their use in practice.
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SESSION 1

Provision of Textbooks in the DAISY Format in the USA

George Kerscher

Secretary General, DAISY Consortium

The United States is very interesting, because some things are going well, and other things are going
badly. In this presentation | will be talking about the efforts, both legal and technical, in elementary
and high school, which serves students up to the age of 18. | will also discuss the efforts in higher
education.

In brief, all the organizations serving students with disabilities, i.e. Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic
and Bookshare.org are providing DAISY Books. | will describe the differences between the two
organizations. | will also discuss the identification of DAISY XML as the format identified as the
National Instructional Materials Accessibility Format (NIMAS), which requires publishers of textbooks
to provide DAISY XML files into a national repository.

In higher education both Bookshare.org and RFB&D deliver DAISY books, but the number of titles
available are smaller, because of the wide range of topics needed in higher education. Because
Bookshare.org and RFB&D cannot keep up with the demand, publishers are also being asked to
provide their files, but the format is not specified. In addition, publishers are starting to provide digital
textbooks to college students, but the accessibility of these are causing problems. This creates a legal
situation where publishers are leaving themselves at risk, because there are laws that require access
to information.

In short, the largest problem is that publishers are not being encouraged to build accessible DAISY
books for sale from the beginning, and the organizations that provide services are not working with the
publishers to solve the problem.

Situation of Provision of DAISY Textbooks in Sweden

Kjell Hansson
Swedish Library of Talking Books and Braille

The presentation will give an overview of the service to print disabled students on university

level in Sweden. It will describe the different types of DAISY-based books and the distribution
today and tomorrow.
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SESSION 1

Accessible Education Resources in the UK

Richard Orme

Head of Accessibility, RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People)

“In March 2007 250 blind, partially sighted and dyslexic children, their families and teachers
travelled to Westminster to the lobby of Parliament, protesting the lack of textbooks in
accessible formats. Two years on, the situation in schools is largely unchanged. In this session,
Richard Orme will describe the current arrangements for supporting learners in the UK, and
RNIB's efforts to bring about a better system. He will provide details of a major new pilot service
that is being funded by the Department of Education, and underline the importance of clear
standards for all digital learning resources. He will describe the importance of building a shared
understanding with publishers; the importance of strong collaboration between blindness
and dyslexia organisations; and emphasise the essential role of parents, teachers and policy
makers."
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